SplitChainer
Usermanual

Version
24.03.2013

aaaaaaaaa



Table of Contents

PIOIACE. ...ttt et e et e e ee e e ee b a e e ee b b e e e e ettt e e e eaaareeeettaeeeeeareeeeenarrreeens 3
LT 7211 =T o) o WO 4
WWIIHAOWS. ..ttt ettt e e e ee et aae e e e e e eesessssbassaeeeessesassbasansseeeessessssasasseeessesnnsssrennreeees 4
UN DX ettt ettt e ettt e e ee et e e e e eetbaeeeeeeaaaeeeeesssaeeeeassssaeeeasssaeeeeansssaeesesssseeeeanssseeeeensnssaeesanssaeens 4

|0 1<) o N a<) o LY TSROSO TP 6
HANANG. ..ottt ettt ettt e st e e st e et e s beesabeessbeebaesabeesabeenateenbeans 11
CTOALE @ UAIICET ... .uvvvrrereieeieeiiiriereeeeeeeeeiitrereeeeeeseessstrarereeeeeessasssssareseesssessassassesssessessassssssnseeeessensnes 11
INOTTIIAL LSAGE....c vttt ettt ettt ettt et e et e bt e st e e bt e s be e bt e sab e s beesabeesbeesabesbeenaaesasaanns 14
WIitHOUL SCAMMET.....ccoiiiiiiiiiiic ettt eeeerbae e e e e e e seasbaaeeeseeeeesenassranereseessnssnsrarenes 14
Prefer Same-18Vel-anCeTS..........cccuuiiieeiiiee ettt e et e e e aaee e e e aaee e e aaeaeeennneas 23

WIEH SCAMIMET ...ttt ee et e e e e e e sabeae e e e e e e eesssssbanereeeessessssrssereeeesenns 24
AdminiStration Of AANCETS. ......ccccuvieieeeiiiee et e eeeree e e eeerreeeeeeaaeeeeeeesaeeeeeesssaeeeeeennssaeesensnseeas 30
OPEN the DIAl0O......uiiiiiiiiiieiieeeie ettt st e st e e s ste e s sate e s st e e s st eesssaeessseeenssaessssessssseennns 30
NS0 ) PR 31
WOTK With the dialog....ccuviiiiieiiiiiiiecieeceee ettt e e ae e s ssae e s saaeesaaeens 33
PIOIOIEIICES. ..ottt e e et e e e eeetaeeeeeetbaeeeeeessaseeeeesssseeeeansssaeeeassseeesenssseeeeannns 37
IVLEIIU OVEIVIEW.....uuuuuuerninnneieiesesesesetesnessnnsssnsssssssssssssassssssssssssssssssssssnsssssssnsssssssnsssssssssnsnsnsnnnnnnnnnn 40
ACKNOWIEAGEIMENL. .......eiiuiiiiiieiieeieeeeet ettt ettt st et e st e e sa e e s bt e sate s b e esateesbeesabesbeesnteeseanns 41

SplitChainer 2/40 Usermanual



Preface

Split Chainer is a program for square dancing rotation. The goal in developing
this program was to achieve a good mix of dancers. Therefore dancers will be
addressed individually. A dancer can sign up as present, pausing or absent.
Simultaneously it is possible that two dancers chain themselves. SplitChainer
will now always put these chained dancers as a couple in a Square. SplitChainer
does not put this couple simultaneously IN and OUT. So it can happen that one
dancer of a couple is OUT, the other dancer continues IN. In this case,
SplitChainer will rotate another dancer as (temporary) partner. If both dancers
of one couple are IN, then SplitChainer will rotate them as a couple in a
square.

Additionally SplitChainer rotates different dance levels. So if your dancing
event consists of alternately different dance levels, SplitChainer will always
consider only the dancers who can dance at least at the appropriate level. So if
MS / MS / PLUS are danced, SplitChainer will rotate all MS dancers OUT, if PLUS
is called. The next tips (MS-MS) these MS dancers will be rotated preferred IN
by SplitChainer.

SplitChainer thus attempts to achieve a "perceived" justice, which has
absolutely nothing to do with chance. And that is the art that is so difficult
to achieve. With SplitChainer you have a program in your hands that not only
provides a simple operation, but is also very fast and very flexible.
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Installation
How to install and start SplitChainer.

Windows

The file SplitChainer.zip can be handled by normal means. Windows is equipped
with all tools to do this. Extract all entries at any place on your hard disk.
From the resulting files only a few are of interest to you:

SplitChainer+
+splitchainer.bat
+splitchainer_de.bat
+splitchainer_en.bat
+splitchainer.sh
+splitchainer_de.sh
+splitchainer_en.sh

All files ending with .bat are for use within windows, those ending with .sh are
for UNIX. All files with “en” in the name start SplitChainer in the English
version. The standard, splitchainer.bat, is identical with the English version.
splitchainer_de.bat starts a German version.

By double clicking on one of the above three files you start SplitChainer.
SplitChainer responds then with the following screen:

e p——
& = S

Pregram by Peiskold Adicheid

Congratulation: Your installation of SplitChainer was successful. You may now
enter your license.

UNIX

The file SplitChainer.zip can be handled by normal means. UNIX is equipped with
all tools to do this. Extract all entries at any place on your hard disk. From
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the resulting files only a few are of interest to you:

SplitChainer+
+splitchainer.bat
+splitchainer_de.bat
+splitchainer_en.bat
+splitchainer.sh
+splitchainer_de.sh
+splitchainer_en.sh

All files ending with .bat are for use within windows, those ending with .sh are
for UNIX. ALl files with “en” in the name start SplitChainer in the English
version. The standard, splitchainer.sh, is identical with the English version.
splitchainer_de.sh starts a German version.

By double clicking on one of the above three files you start SplitChainer.
SplitChainer responds then with the following screen:

Pregram by Peiskold Adicheid

Congratulation: Your installation of SplitChainer was successful. You may now
enter your license.
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Enter license

Start SplitChainer and choose File - License

F 2N
"..- SplitChainer V1.0

Open Ctrl-0
Save Ctrl-5
Save as CirH+5hift-5

Preferences ctl-p

Liqgnse  cu

Exit Alk-F 4

File| Dancer Rotate Scanner Help 0: 0/0 /=0 +=0 #=0

In the next window choose “(Re-)Install a license certificate” and click “Next

>”

i

&I ™
Welcome to the Licensing Wizard.
This wizard enables you to install or verify a
license certificate for SplitChainer.
What would you like to do?
® (Re-)Install a license certificate.
) Verify the current license certificate.
MNext = | Cancel

Now you need to choose your license file. To do this click the button “...” (in

picture below the mouse cursor is on the button)

SplitChainer
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SplitChainer to install:

Please select the file which holds the license certificate for

=

Install License Certificate

« Back

Next =

Cance

This opens the “Open” dialog. Use this dialog and click to the location of your

license file, select it and click “Open”:

Look In: kjtemp

¥| =)

&

=) E

File Name: [Reinhold.lic

Files of Type: |Lizenz fur ‘SplitChainer (*lic)

[ [ﬂpen

The dialog “Open” will close and the complete path to the selected license file
is shown in the input area. Now click on “Install License Certificate”:
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Please select the file which holds the license certificate for
SplitChainer to install:

[tmp/temp/Reinhold.lic || e

Install Licensehtertificat& |
H

« Back Mext = Cancel

You now get the message

The license certificate was successfully installed!
PLEASE STORE THE FILE IN A SAFE PLACE!
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Please select the file which holds the license certificate for
SplitChainer to install:

[itmp/temp/Reinhold. lic || '

Install License Certificate

The license certificate was successfully installed.

PLEASE STORE THE FILE IN A SAFE PLACE! You need to install it on each co
which you want to use the application!

< Back | Mext = | Cancel '

Click on “Next >” and you get complete information about your newly installed
license certificate:
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License Certificate:

Holder: CN=Reinhold Adscheid, 0=1.0,5TREET=56
Licensing Subject: splitChainer |
Licensing Type (Amount): User (1) |
Not Before: \September 19, 2012 12:00:00 &M CEST |
Not After: \September 19, 2112 7:32:43 PM CEST |
Issuer: CN=Reinhald

Adscheid, O=Resd-¥ L=Cologne, 5T=MNorth
Rhing-Westphalia, C=DE

Issued: \September 19, 2012 7:32:43 PM CEST |
Info: Usage Is limited to 1 instance

< Back Finish | Cancel

After restarting SplitChainer all your licenses are available.
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Handling

In this chapter you will learn how to create dancers, set them present/absent/-

pausing and how you can rotate.

Create a dancer

Start SplitChainer. On the upper rim of the window you find the menu bar.

Click on “Dancer” and choose “New”:

' splitChainer V1.0

File | Dancer | Rotate Scanner Help 0: 00 /=0 +=0 #=0

H{:? Chrl-M
List Chrll
Overview Cirly

You can also reach this by simultaneously pressing the keys Ctrl-N. A dialog

appears which asks for the data of the new dancer:

e Edit dancer

Mame
Shortout

Gender
Dancing level

Always visible

000002

Beau -
Basic v]
!:.

Ok

Cancel

Please enter the name of the dancer; the shortcut is preassigned with a useful
value which is not needed if you use SplitChainer without a scanner (but still

very important).
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e Edit dancer

Name Reinhold
Shortcut 000002 .
Gender |Beau .T-
Dancing level |Basic -
Always visible L1

Ok Cancel

Now choose a gender by clicking the corresponding combo box. You will get a
small menu which offers three possibilities.

Gender Description
Beau Dancer dances only as man
Belle Dancer dances only as woman
Beau&Belle Dancer dances both positions: man as well as woman

e Edit dancer

HName Reinhold
Shorteut 000002 i
Gender |Beauw |=
Dancing level Beau
Belle
Always visible Beau&Belle
Ok Cancel
Proceed in a similar way when choosing the dancing level.
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Edit dancer

Name
Shortcut

Gender

Dancing level

Always visible

IReinhold

000002

Beau

Basic

Basic
Mainstream

Ok

PLUS
Al

e

A2
Cl
Cc2
C3a

After having entered all values please click “0k”.

Now create another dancer. This time it shall be a Belle and her name shall be

“Reinhild”.

e Edit dancer

Mame
Shortout

Gender
Dancing level

Always visible

.F:E'Inhl!d
000004

Belle

Mainstream

®

Ok

Cancel

Do not press “Ok” right now but change the name of this dancer. Replace for
instance “hild” by “hold”:

SplitChainer
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e Edit dancer

Name (L0000 R ——
shortcut 000004 _
Gender Belle i
Dancing level Mainstream -]
Always visible L1

Ok [ Cancel

By changing the background color to red SplitChainer will give you a hint that
the name entered will lead to problems. In this case: The name exists already.

Change the name back to “Reinhild” and watch the change of the background color
to white again and press “0k”.

Normal usage

Without scanner

Now we would like to have an overview of all dancers. Click within the menu
“Dancer” on “Overview” or use the hotkey Ctrl-V:

.+ splitChainer V1.0

File | Dancer | Rotate Scanner Help 0: 0/0 /=0 +=0 #=0
New Crl-ht
List

Crhl
| Ovegview ctriv
by

You will get the following screen:

SplitChainer 14/40 Usermanual



F..."!"'_"-ﬂ"f"’“'d'_.‘—".l“:'."t'l"!'.f_!": r

Both dancers will be shown. As they are not present they are shown in red. And
as you said “Always visible” they are shown here. If not, you said not “Always
visible”.

Move the mouse pointer over the text “Reinhold” and click once. This changes
“Reinhold” to be present, indicated by the color green:

As long as you keep the mouse pointer over a text the background color will have
the corresponding color while the text will be a little bit darker. Please click
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again once with the mouse pointer over “Reinhold”:

g il

Reinhild Reinholtd ' |

“Reinhold” is still present but wants to skip one tip, and after this tip he
wants to dance again. The color blue indicates this. Click again on the text
“Reinhold”. This changes the color of the text to red and Reinhold would be
absent. Click now as often as necessary to turn the color back to blue and set
“Reinhold” again present, but skipping the next tip.

Additionally move the mouse pointer over the text “Reinhild” and click once. Now
Reinhild is present, indicated by the color green, and she wants to dance the
next tip:
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Reinhold

Now we have two dancers present and one of them wants to skip the next tip. With
this number of dancers we can already rotate a tip. In order to do this click in
the menu bar on “Rotate” and choose “Rotate (other level)”. You can also use the
hotkey Alt-R. In both cases a small window appears offering a possibility to
choose the level of the next tip:

| Prefer same-level-dancers

Mainstream -

Cancel | Ok

As both dancers are capable of dancing Mainstream choose “Mainstream” and click
“OK”. The result is the following screen called “Couplescreen”:
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Reinhild ouTt
Reinhold OFF

There are not enough people present to form a complete square. Therefore
“Reinhild” who wants to dance, is shown as “OUT” while “Reinhold” who wanted to
skip the tip is listed as “OFF”.

Create six other dancers, 3 Beaus and 3 Belles and set all of them present by
using Ctrl-V and click them “green”. Now eight dancers are present. Notice that
“Reinhold” is automatically set to “present”. These 8 dancers are sufficient to
form a complete square. Now use “Rotate (same level)” or the hotkey “Ctrl-R” as
we have chosen the correct dancing level the last time.

Prefer same-level-dancers

Cancel | Ok

What is the meaning of “Prefer same-level-dancers”? If your dancing event has
mixed dancing levels, Like MS-MS-PLUS, you perhaps want MS-level dancers to
dance during MS tips. PLUS level dancers can dance each tip so MS should dance
during MS tips. Enabling this option will additionally prefer MS dancers during
MS tips. They are already preferred as they could NOT dance during PLUS tips.
This enhances their chance to dance during MS tips.

Pressing “OK” you will get a picture similar to the following (depending on the
result of the random draw):
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Reinhild & Reinhold IV
Reinhild II & Reinhold II
Reinhild III & Reinhold
Reinhild IV & Reinhold IXII
Reinhold & Reinhild III
Reinhold II & Reinhild II
Reinhold III & Reinhild IV
Reinhold IV & Reinhild

b et e et el el e

Each line displays a “Couple”. This couple dances in the square with the number
shown on the right side of the line. The example above shows in the first line
“Reinhild” and “Reinhold IV” forming a couple. They dance together with other
couples in square 1.

But why are there eight lines displayed? Eight dancers form a square consisting
of 4 couples. So 4 lines would be enough. But compare the first line and the
last line: In the last line “Reinhold IV” dances with “Reinhild” is displayed,
while in line one “Reinhild” dances with “Reinhold IV” is displayed. This is the
same couple, but each dancer is listed once at the beginning of the line. In
this way each dancer can find himself/herself really fast: just look for the
alphabetical order at the beginning of the 1line. Each dancer is displayed once
at the beginning of the line. The rest of the 1line shows the name of the partner
and the square number. That's 1it.

Now that you have created a complete square and rotated a Mainstream tip you
want to rotate an event with changing dancing levels. For instance MS/MS/PLUS.
Therefor you need to create eight other dancers, 4 Beaus, who can dance PLUS
(they are called Pluso I-IV) and 4 Belles, who can dance PLUS (they are called
Plusi I-IV). Switch to the overview screen by using the hotkey Ctrl-V and click
all of them present (green). Your screen should look like this:
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Now you want to rotate a PLUS tip. As your last choice was “Mainstream” you need
to rotate with the hotkey Alt-R or “Rotate (other level)”. Choose “PLUS” and
press “0k”.

All Mainstream dancers are OUT, while all PLUS dancers will dance. After this
PLUS tip there will be a Mainstream tip. Choose with Alt-R or “Rotate (other
level)” Mainstream as the dancing level of the next tip and click “Ok”:
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Now all dancers can dance and SplitChainer mixes them in two squares.

Now we store the dancers into a file. This is done by clicking “Save as” or with
the hotkey Ctrl-Shift-S:

File| Dancer Rotate Scanner Help 16: 2/0 /=8 +=8 #=0

Preferences cul-F

wence T & Reinhold IV

Exit AR-F4

You can choose any name for the file in the “Save”-Dialog and finally press
“Save”. SplitChainer also stores the name of the last used file and offers this
the next time. First change one dancer to be in another state. Now exit
SplitChainer and start it again. Open a file by clicking on “Open” or with the
hotkey Crtl-0. As you see the name just used is already preselected in the
“Open”-Dialog and you do not have to do anything else but click on “Open”.

Notice: The following description is only valid if you have entered a valid
license. The free test version does not offer this recovery.

After reading the file SplitChainer shows the following dialog:
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. Recover Dancers state

? Shall the statefile be loaded?

| Yes No

Click on “Yes” and the previous state (before you quit SplitChainer) will be
recovered. Each of your changes of the state is stored exactly at the moment
when it 1s done. So if the computer runs out of power and shuts down you can
easily and quickly recover the state of the dancers.

Prefer same-level-dancers

If your dancing event has different dancing levels the dancer with the higher
dancing level can dance each tip. Those capable to dance the lower level can
dance only if their level is called. To ensure, that they will be rotated in you
can enable the “Prefer same-level-dancers” option. This options is always
present, when you want to rotate a new tip. Enable it, and dancers of the tips
dancing level will be preferred rotated in, those with higher dancing levels
will have lower chance. The higher the difference of the dancers dancing level
to the tip level this, the lower is their chance.
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With scanner

In this chapter you learn how SplitChainer makes your dancing event free from
problems and comfortable by using the barcode scanner.

Normal dancing

If you use a scanner the dancers can set themselves present, absent and pausing.
This is done by using a barcode, which each dancer needs to have available. This
barcode can for instance be glued to the back of each badge.

989999 g!!ggﬁ

Above you see two examples of a barcode. These barcodes can be found everywhere
nowadays. Nearly all goods are marked with them and the code is a worldwide
accepted standard.

To take advantage of the usage of a barcode scanner all dancers need their own
barcode. The dancer scans his personal code with the scanner and by doing so
he/she changes his state:

absent - scan - present - scan - pausing - scan - absent.

That means: When the dancer arrives at the dancing event he scans his personal
code to login (set himself present). SplitChainer answers with:

This kind of window is visible briefly and then disappears automatically. When
the dancer scans his code again he will set himself to pausing and SplitChainer
answers with:

Another scan leads to:

In this way all dancers can change their state completely alone. You as the
operator of SplitChainer just need to rotate the squares.

A dancing event works like this: All dancers willing to dance log in and tell
SplitChainer they are present by scanning their barcodes. They can immediately
control the result with the answers of SplitChainer. As soon as a dancer wants
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to pause he scans his barcode once and controls the message of SplitChainer: he
skips the next tip and will be automatically rotated for the following tip. If
the dancer wants to stop dancing at the event or just wants to skip several tips
he scans his barcode once and changes to “pausing” and scans his barcode once
again. Now he is absent and SplitChainer will not rotate him any more until he
scans his barcode again.
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Chain/Couple

Now two dancers would like to be paired. This can also be done by scanning a
barcode. A barcode on a special card which could be found near the scanner could
be used for this. One side says “Chain” or “Couple” and the other shows the
suitable barcode. Also this action will be accompanied by SpitChainer's
comments. First you have to scan the barcode for “Chain”, then both dancers need
to scan their barcodes. This is necessary to tell SplitChainer who wants to

999993

As in delivery status the barcode above shown is used for “Chain”ing dancers.
After scanning this barcode SplitChainer answers with:

After this window has disappeared the first dancer can scan his barcode.
SplitChainer answers:

As soon as this window has disappeared the second dancer can scan his barcode.
SplitChainer answers:

Now “Reinhold” and “Reinhild” are a couple. SplitChainer will rotate them, when
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they are both “IN”, as a couple into a square.
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Split
If the dancers want to “Split” again this can also be done by using the “Split”
barcode. “Split”ing needs only the barcode of one dancer of the couple.

999994

After having scanned the above barcode (delivery status) SplitChainer answers
with:

Now either “Reinhold” or “Reinhild” needs to scan his barcode and SplitChainer
answers:
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List of all barcodes

Action Barcode | Barcode | Barcode Description

Chain 999993 |dancerl |dancer2 |Two dancers will be chained

Split 999994 |dancer |N/A Two chained dancers will be split

ToBeau&Bell (999995 |dancer |N/A Dancer changes his gender to Beau&Belle

e

ToBelle 999996 |dancer |N/A Dancer changes his gender to Belle

ToBeau 999997 |dancer |N/A Dancer changes his gender to Beau

rotateother 999998 |N/A N/A SplitChainer offers the selection of
dancelevels and rotates a tip after
confirming

rotatesame (999999 |N/A N/A SplitChainer rotates a tip for the same
dancing level

LevelUp 999992 |dancer |N/A Dancer changes his dancing level one
level upwards, i.e.: MS to PLUS

LevelDown 999991 |dancer |N/A Dancer changes his dancing level one
level downwards, i.e.: MS to Basic
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Administration of dancers

This chapter teaches you how to administrate the dancers with the help of the
List Dancer Dialog.

Open the Dialog

Open the file created in chapter “Without scanner”. Use the menu bar and click
“Dancer” and then “List” or by pressing simultaneous the keys Ctrl-L:

F:
.+ splitChainer V1.0 Anleitung
File |Dancer Rotate Scanner Help 15: 1/7 (=7 +=8 #=0

Mew ChrlM

I..él.;-’t; g1 .éﬂl.'i’_ i

Owve W Chrlas

You will see the following dialog:

|#/ List Dancers 00
| New | Delete
* Name | Can dance Gender |  Partner | Scancode
Plusi | PLUS Belle | 1000026
%FMEI Il PLUS Belle oQonza
Plusi PLUS Belle | 10000320
L¥ Plusi n PLUS Belle QQ00E2
giFluso | PLUS Beau | 1000018
QF'IL.IEE:- 1} PLUS Beau Q0020
gmuw Il PLUS Beau | 000022
Plusa PLUS Beau QO0024
ﬁﬂeinhild Mainstream Belle | 1000004
dHEInhlld [ Mainstream Belle 0o0012
ﬁﬂeinhild ]} Mainstream Belle | 1000014
Reinhild n Mainstream Belle 0O00L&
@iReinhold Mainstream Beau | _I'_'ID'EI ooz
Reinhold I Mainstream Beau 000006
@iReinhold I Mainstream Beau | _I'_'ICI':]DI'_'IE
‘wlReinhold IV Mainstream Beau 000010
Ok

All information is available in a comprehensive way and you can change all these
values.
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Sort

The default sorting is: the name in alphabetical order. But you can sort with
different criteria. For this, you just need to click in the column header of the
column you want to sort. Try it. Move the mouse pointer over the column header
with the name “Can dance” and click once:

| New 1 | Delete |
I Can dance = I Gender Fartner Scancode
Mawmﬂiﬂm Belle 0o0004
[Mainstream  [Belle 000012
[Mainstream  |Belle 00001 4
[Mainstream Belle 000016
[Mainstream  |Beau 000002
[Mainstream Beau 000006
[Mainstream  |Beau 000008
[Mainstream Beau 000010
[PLUS BE[!E 000026
[PLUS Belle oo0oz2a
[PLUS Belle 000020
[PLUS Belle 0o0032
[PLUS Beau 000018
[PLUS Beau 000020
[PLUS Beau 000022
[FLUS Beau 000024

Ok

The list is now sorted ascending for the dancing level.
Now click another time in the column header “Can dance”.
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| New . Delete |
| Can damce * Gender Partner | Scancode
[PLUS Belle 1000026
IPLUS Belle 1000028
[FLUS Belle ‘000030
IPLUS Belle loooo3z
[PLUS Beau 000018
[PLUS Beau Q00020
[PLUS Beau 1000022
IPLUS Beau 000024
[Mainstream  [Belle 000004
[Mainstream  [Bells 000012
[Mainstream  [Belle 1000014
[Mainstream  [Belle 000016
|Mainstream  |Beau 000002
[Mainstream  [Beau 1000006
|Mainstream  |Beau 000008
[Mainstream  [Beau 000010

Ok

The list is now sorted descending for the dancing level. In this way you can
sort each column, except the column “*”, If you click in the column header

“Scancode” this will be the result:
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[ ==
|#/ List Dancers 00

| New | Delete

x| Name | Can dance Gender Partner | Scancpde =
Reinhold Mainstream Beau _DDGEDEEE

@ Rainhild Mainstream Belle 000004

aﬂeinhﬁld Il Mainstream Beau 1000006
Reinhaold 11 Mainstream Beau 000008
Reinheold IV Mainstream Beau 1000010
Reinhild Il Mainstraam Bella 000012

%Hrﬂnhild in kMainstream Belle 1000014
Reinhild n Mainstraam Belle 000016

@iFluso | PLUS Beau 1000018
Pluso I PLUS Beau 000020

FS Fluso il PLUS Beau _I'_'ICI':] 022
Pluso I PLUS Beau 000024

@i Plusi | PLUS Belle _I'_'ID{I 026
Plusi il PLUS Belle 00Q028

@Flusi [} PLUS Belle _I'_'ICI':I 0320

@Fiusi IV PLUS Belle 000032

Work with the dialog

Now we want to change some data. Move the mouse pointer over the name “Reinhold”
and click once. This you will see:

The entire line will be marked. This indicates that this 1line is selected. Only
if a line is selected will the “Delete” button in the upper part of the dialog
be activated. To see the difference use the keys Ctrl-Blank simultaneously. This
deselects the entire line. The “Delete” button will be deactivated. Try it by
repeatedly pressing the keys Ctrl-Blank to select and deselect the entire line.
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|+ List Dancers ol
i New | Delete

;_:| Mame | Candance | Gender Partner | Scancode =

‘@iReinhald Mainstream  |Beau |oooooz

l@Reinhi Mainstream  |Belle 000004

;'ﬂﬂeinhn:-ld Il Mainstream  [Beau 1000006

idﬂemht:-ld ([} Mainstream Beau 0oo00s

l@lReinhold v [Mainstream  |Beau 1000010

i_'_dﬁemhul-d [ Mainstream  |Belle 000012

:ﬂﬂeinhild [} Mainstream  [Belle QOO0L4

i@ Reinhild v Mainstream  |Belle 1000016

TGF‘"JEE} | FLUS ;Beau II'_'II’_'I':I oLa

idF'IL.I‘SD ] PLUS Beau QOO020

lglPluso i PLUS [Beau 000022

[igiPluso N FLUS |Beau QO0024

glPlusi | PLUS Belle 000026

iFlusi I FLUS Belle 000028

gPlusi Il PLUS Belle 1000030

Plusi v PLUS Belle 000032

| Ok

If you want to change the dancer's dance Name Can dance
level you need to move the mouse pointer over |Reinhald Mainstr... |
for example Reinhold's dance level and click .
once. A small popup menu shows up. With this F{e!nhlld Mainstrea
menu you can chose a certain level as you Reinhold Il PLUS
did, when creating a dancer. The selected Reinhold I Al
value is the actugl gance level. If for in- Reinhold v A2
stance you chose “A1” the popup menu will —— i
disappear and in Reinhold's line “A1” is Reinhild I C1 T
displayed. This modification will be Reinhild I 2
immediately stored in the file like every Reinhild i
change. You do not need to store it yourself, i | C3a
SplitChainer does this automatically. In this LSO C3b E'
way you can modify “Can dance” and “Gender” |Pluso |l o

as in the dialog “Create Dancer”.

In order to change the name you need to click on the name field twice.

Now you can change the name. To complete

your changes just press the “Enter”- or * - = Can dance
“Return” key. You can also modify the @lReinhold p_ Al E
“Scancode” in this way. Just double @Reinhild W [Mainstream B
click on the “Scancode” field and make Reinhold 1l Mainstream B

your changes. Don't forget the “Return”-
or “Enter”-key to finish your changes.

SplitChainer 33/40

Usermanual



Within this dialog you are also able to change the presence of each dancer.
To do this you need to click on the field in the column “*” of the line of
the dancer you want to modify. Each time you click the status changes in the
same manner as in the “overview” screen. The order is “Absent” red,
“Present” green, “Pausing” blue and again “Absent” red.

Let us now take a closer look at the column “Partner”. In this column you can
“chain” a dancer with another ”matching” one. What does “matching” mean? Each
gender has two other matching genders, one of them matches, the other matches

very well.

Gender Matching Gender
Beau Belle
Beau Beau&Belle
Belle Beau
Belle Beau&Belle

What does “matching really well” mean? A Beau and a Belle match always really
well, during the dancing event SplitChainer keeps these two together. This will

not be the case if one partner dances Beau&Belle. What can happen, is that
during rotation SplitChainer decides this Beau&Belle needs to dance as the same
gender as his/her partner. In this case these two dancers will not dance

together. The next tip everything can have changed again and the Beau&Belle will

be rotated as a matching gender, which will bring these two again together as a

couple.

You will not find such possibilities in our example file, but feel free (and be
animated) to play around.
And how is the “chain”ing done? Click in any line in the field “Partner”. The

example below shows the line of “Reinhold”.

you all “matching” dancers.

A popup menu is shown, which offers

* Mame Can dance Gender Partner
g Reinhold Al Beau |
@ Reinhild Mainstream Belle ‘
_aﬁeinh-:nld I Mainstream Beau Plusi |
@ Reinhold Il| Mainstream Beau Plusi Il
Qﬁeiﬂhﬂld W Mainstream Beau Plusi Il 1
@ Reinhild Il Mainstream  |Belle Plusi IV
_ﬂﬁe!nh!ld Il Ma!nstream Belle Reinhild
_ﬂﬁemhnd " Mainstream EBelle Reinhild Il
@Pluso | PLUS Beau Reinhild I j
@i Pluso Il PLUS Eeau
Choose “Reinhild”, which leads to the following result:
[ Name ~ Candance | Gender Partner | Scancode -~
iglReinhold Al Beau [Reinhild 000002
Gﬁﬁé’.ﬁi-’hia” |Mainstream 'I'é:'él'l'é : Reinhold 000004

“Reinhold” and “Reinhild” are now a couple”. As they are “Beau” and “Belle”

SplitChainer
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SplitChainer will put them as a couple in a square if both of them are “IN”.

oadl Ll sl |

Reinhild |w

|Plusi | t&

To split them you need to select the “Blank” entry in the popup menu. This is
always the first line and is shown above.

If you chain “Reinhold” with someone other than “Reinhild”, she will
automatically be split from “Reinhold”. SplitChainer makes sure that no dancer
will be chained with two others at the same time.

And also here: You do not need to save these changes as SplitChainer saves them
automatically.

“Reinhold” is still selected, and because of this the button “Delete” is still
active. Please click on “Delete”. For security reasons the following question
needs to be answered:

'+ Confirm delete

? | Really delete “Reinhold”

Yes No |

“Reinhold” will only be deleted if you click “Yes”. And again: This change will
be saved automatically by SplitChainer. Click “No” and “Reinhold” will not be
deleted.

Close the complete “List dancer” dialog by clicking “0Ok™.
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Preferences

The preferences control the layout and behavior of SplitChainer. To open the
dialog use “File - Preferences” or press simultaneously Ctrl-P.

All incorrect inputs will be highlighted in this dialog. This is done by
changing the background color of the affected fields to red. As soon as you
correct the error the background changes back to white.

" Preferences 00|
[‘General | Advanced |

1 " =

ILweI at Startup (PLUS |

[panelbackground

innw color odd | |
!Hnw color even |
Popup color _
Definition highlight ' '
[Definition normal _

Displaytime [ms] 12000

IPupupthne [mis] 10000
[Fontsize a0

Scancode rotateSame 999590
Scancode rotateOther 599993
Scancode toBeau 99

Scancode toBelle 999996
Scancode toBeau+Belle 599995

Scancode Split S99994
Scancode Chain 999593
Scancode Levelup 999552

Scancode Leveldown (599691

(] 4

Also here you can change many values. Note that there exists another tab called
“Advanced” with several other adjustments. The Advanced preferences control the
behavior of SplitChainer while the values in tab “General” control the layout.
Here is a description of all values in tab “General”:

Name Value Description
Level at Startup Dance This dance level will be used by Ctrl-R
level “Rotate (Same level)” at startup of

SplitChainer. After changing this with Alt-R,
this new level will be used.

panelbackground Color Color of the background window
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Name Value Description

Rowcolor odd Color Color of the odd line in the couples screen.

Rowcolor even Color Color of the even 1line in the couples screen.

Popup color Color Color of the popups and the Open tip window

Definition highlight |Color N/A

Definition normal Color N/A

Displaytime [ms] Number The time that one page of the couplescreen is
shown. When more information is shown or the
font is set quite small, you should select a
higher value.

Popuptime [ms] Number The time that the scanner popups are shown

Fontsize Number Fontsize for the couplescreen

Scancode rotateSame Number Barcode for “Rotate (same level)”

Scancode rotateOther |Number Barcode for “Rotate (other Level)”

Scancode toBeau Number Barcode for “Switch dancer to Beau”

Scancode toBelle Number Barcode for “Switch dancer to Belle”

Scancode toBeau&Belle |Number Barcode for “Switch dancer to Beau&Belle”

Scancode Split Number Barcode for “Split”

Scancode Chain Number Barcode for “Chain”

Scancode levelup Number Barcode for “Dancer's dance level up”

Scancode leveldown Number Barcode for “Dancer's dance level down”

And here are the “Advanced” setti

ngs:

Name

Value

Description

ScannerSettletime[ms]

Number

If you hold the mouse pointer very long over
this field without a movement a help will be
displayed. See picture ScannerSettletime later
on this page.

Prefer Dancers OUT

Check

If you hold the mouse pointer very long over
this field without a movement a help will be
displayed. See picture “Prefer Dancers OUT”
later on this page.

Number of Columns

Number

The couplescreen can display the couples 1in
columns. The larger your screen is the more
columns can be used. If you increase the
number of columns it might be necessary to
reduce the fontsize (General-tab).

Overviewcolumns

Number

Number of columns in the “Overview” of
dancers.

OverviewRows

Number

The fewer lines you configure the larger the
font will be. You might need to decrease the
number of columns above.

Autosplit

Check

Couples will be splitted after the next tip.
You can couple but only for the next tip.
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M)

aa [
| Advanced |

scannerSettletime [ms] |1000 |
prefer Dancers OUT [¥]

Number of columns [2 |
Overviewcolumns [2 |
OverviewRows 13 |

scannerSettletime [ms] 1000,

Crenrvigwoolumng 3 |Gt

scannerSettletime
The default value is really a good choice. Change it with care.

prefer Dancers QLT
Humber of colsmns
Dreenvie woolumns
OwerviewRows

Prefer Dancers OUT
Setting this to “False” might lead to the result that a dancer will be rotated
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“OUT” two consecutive times. This is only meaningful in

with “mixed” dance levels (MS-MS-PLUS for instance).

Menu overview

case of a dancing event

Menu Submenu Shortcut Description
File Open Ctrl-0 Open a file
Save Ctrl-S Save a file
Save as Ctrl-Umschalt-S Save a file with new
name
Preferences Ctrl-pP Adjust colors and
fontsizes
License Ctrl-I Administrate your
licenses
Exit Alt-F4 Exit
Dancer New Ctrl-N Create new dancer
List Ctrl-L List of all dancers and
manage them
Overview ctrl-v Display the presence of
all dancers
Rotate Rotate (same level) Ctrl-R Rotate
Rotate (other Level) Alt-R Rotate
Open tip Alt-T Display Open tip
Start Display Ctrl-D Display the result of
last rotation
(couplescreen)
Stop Display Alt-D Stop displaying the
couplescreen
Scanner This 1s necessary for
technical reasons
(Usage of scanner)
Helf About Ctrl-A Display version
information
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prefer Dancers OUT

Number of columns

[

How to handle dancers, who were OUT in last ti

Overviewcolumns
 true tries to get them dancing

 false handles them as any other (even IN) dancer
'R

Flo]

OverviewRows





i splitChainer V1.0 Tip 5 from 22:25 Is PLUS (last was Mainstream)
File Dancer Ip 16: 20 /=8 +=8 #=0

Plusi I & Pluso IV
Plusi II & Pluso III
Plusi III & Pluso I
Plusi IIV & Pluso II
Pluso I & Plusi III
Pluso II & Plusi IIV
Pluso III & Plusi II
Pluso IV & Plusi I
Reinhild

Reinhild II

Reinhild III
Reinhild IV

Reinhold

Reinhold II

Reinhold III
Reinhold IV

O R e e

ouT
ouT

bOUT

ouT
ouT
ouT
ouT
ouT




_i splitChainer V1.0 Tip 4 from 21:55 is Mainstream (last was Mainstream)
File Dancer Rotate Scanner Help 8 1/0 /=4 +=4 #=0





Prefer same-level-dancers
Mainstream -

cancel ok




Name Can dance

[

¥
Reinhold :
Reinhold I |a1 :
Reinhold IV |ap :
Femid i | :

einhil
2

Reinhild v |c5 :
Pluso | 2 :
Sluso 1T C3b :





) Recover Dancers state

Shall the statefile be loaded?

es |[ no





Name [Reinhild

Shortcut foocoos ]
Gender Belle ~
Dancing level Mainstream -
Always visible ®

ok cancel





splitChainer V1.0
File [Dancer| Rotate Scanner Help 0: 0/0 /=0 +=0 #=0

o

Overview c





Zi splitChainer V1.0
File Dancer Rotate Scanner Help 1: 01 /=1 +=0 #=0

Reinhild




Reinhild  Reinhold




(CN=Reinhold Adsch

0=1.0,STREET=56

'SplitChainer

User (1)

'September 19, 2012 12:00:00 AM CEST

‘September 19, 2112 7:32:43 PM CEST

[cN=Reinhold
Adscheid, 0=ReAd
Rhine-Westphalia,

ologne,ST=North

‘September 19, 2012 7:32:43 PM CEST

[Usage is limited to 1 instance





Look In: | temp U' \E“ﬁ“g.h

File Name:  [Reinhold.lic |

Files of Type: |Lizenz fur 'SplitChainer’ (+.lic) [+





splitch

Please select the file which holds the license certificate for

[tmp/temp/Reinhold.lic

Install License Certificate

by

<Back

Next > Cancel





1 splitChainer V1.0 Tip 4 from 21:55 is Mainstream (last was Mainstream)
x

Plusi Pluso III Reinhold

Plusi II Pluso IV Reinhold II
Plusi III Reinhild Reinhold III
Plusi IIV Reinhild II Reinhold IV
Pluso I Reinhild III

Pluso II Reinhild IV




Name [Reinhod ]
Shortcut foocooz ]
Gender Beau ~
Dancing level Beau

Belle
Always visible leausgee |

ok cancel









*]__Name Can dance
femmhold a1 B
@FReinhid W |Mainstream |8

‘@Reinhold I |Mainstream B¢
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plitChainer V1.0
File Dancer Rotate Scanner Help 0: 0/0 /=0 +=0 #=0

Program by Reinhold Adscheid




splitChainer V1.0

le| Dancer Rotate Scanner Help 0: 0/0

open ctlo
save culs
Saveas  celshis

Preferences ctir

nse





Reinhold is absent




Reinhild Reinhold




Welcome to the Licensing Wizard.
This wizard enables you to install or verify a
license certificate for splitChainer.

What would you like to do?

®|(Re-)install a license certificate.

© Verify the current license certificate.

<Back Next > Cancel





Split
Please scan one code




Name Can dance Gender Partner | Scancode &
Reinhold AT Beau einhild 000002
Reinhild Mainstream _[Belle Reinhold 000004





splitch

Please select the file which holds the license certificate for

¥

Install License Certificate

<Back

Next > [Cancel





)

) Preferences

General | Advanced

Level at Startup PLUS -

panelbackground

12000
Popuptime [ms] 10000
Fontsize [40

Scancode rotatesame [399595
099998
099997
099996
099995
099994
099993
099992
099901

oK





Zi splitChainer V1.0
File Dancer Rotate Scanner Help 1: 0/0 /=1 +=0 #=0

Reinhild




Zi splitChainer V1.0 Tip 1 from 21:35 is Mainstream (First tip)
File Dancer Rotate Scanner Help 2 02 /=1 +=1 #=0




splitChainer V1.0

File [Dancer| Rotate Scanner Help 0: 0/0 /=0 +=0 #=0
New i
st

Ovegview ciiv.





File| Dancer Rotate Scanner Help 16: 2/0 /=8 +=8 #=0

B & Reinhold III
I & Reinhold IV





Name

Shortcut foocooz ]
Gender Beau ~
Dancing level Basic -
Always visible ®

ok cancel





1 splitChainer V1.0 Tip 6 from 22:31 Is Mainstream (last was PLUS)
File Dancer Help 16: 20 /=8 +=8 #=0

Plusi I & Reinhold II
Plusi II & Reinhold IV
Plusi III & Reinhold III
Plusi IIV & Pluso III
Pluso I & Reinhild

Pluso II & Reinhild IV
Pluso III & Plusi IIV
Pluso IV & Reinhild II
Reinhild & Pluso I
Reinhild II & Pluso IV
Reinhild III & Reinhold
Reinhild IV & Pluso II
Reinhold & Reinhild III
Reinhold II & Plusi I
Reinhold III & Plusi III
Reinhold IV & Plusi II

N R RRENRERNRNNNRERENRNR




Name RO

Shortcut 000004
Gender Belle ~
Dancing level Mainstream -
Always visible ®

ok cancel





Name [Reinhold

Shortcut foocooz ]
Gender Beau ~
Dancing level Basic -
Always visible ®

ok cancel





Please select the file which holds the license certificate for

splitch

[tmp/temp/Reinhold.lic

Install License Certificate

The license certificate was successfully installed.

PLEASE STORE THE FILE IN A SAFE PLACE! You need to install it on each co

which you want to use the application!





999996








Prefer same-level-dancers|

cancel ok




L New. ] [ Delete ]
Name Can dance Gender Partner | Scancqde =

Reinhold [Mainstream _[geau lo000000%
@Reinhid Mainstream _[Belle 1000004
@FReinhold I [Mainstream _[seau 000006
@FReinhold Il [Mainstream _[Beau 000008
@FReinhold V__|Mainstream _[seau 000010
@Reinhid i |Mainstream _[gelle 000012
@FReinhild Il |Mainstream _[Belle 000014
@Reinhild V| Mainstream _[Belle 000016
@Pluso | PLUS Beau 000018
@Pluso PLUS Beau 1000020
@Pluso it PLUS Beau 000022
@Pluso v PLUS Beau 000024
@Plusi | PLUS Belle 000026
@Plusi i PLUS Belle 000028
@Plusi It PLUS Belle 000030
@Plusi v PLUS Belle 000032

ok









Reinhold is present
Chained with Reinhild




L New. ] [ Delete ]

Name | Can dance ~ | Gender Partner Scancode
Reinhild Mainst(yem _[B=lle 1000004
@Reinhild il |Mainstream _[Belle 000012
@FReinhild Il |Mainstream _[Belle 000014
@Reinhild v |Mainstream _[Belle 000016
@FReinhold [Mainstream _[Beau 000002
@FReinhold I [Mainstream _[seau 1000006
@FReinhold Il [Mainstream _[Beau 000008
@FReinhold V__[Mainstream _[Beau 000010
@Plusi | PLUS Belle 000026
@Plusi i PLUS Belle 000028
@Plusi It PLUS Belle 000030
@Plusi v PLUS Belle 000032
@Pluso | PLUS Beau 000018
@Pluso PLUS Beau 1000020
@Pluso it PLUS Beau 000022
@Pluso v PLUS Beau 000024

ok
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Chaining
Please scan first code




Chaining +
Please scan second code




L New. ] [ Delete ]

Name Can dance Gender Partner Scancode
Plusi | PLUS Belle 1000026
@Plusi i PLUS Belle 000028
@Plusi It PLUS Belle 000030
@Plusi v PLUS Belle 000032
@Pluso | PLUS Beau 000018
@Pluso PLUS Beau 1000020
@Pluso it PLUS Beau 000022
@Pluso v PLUS Beau 000024
@ FReinhid Mainstream _[Belle 1000004
@FReinhild il |Mainstream _[Belle 000012
@FReinhild Il |Mainstream _[Belle 000014
@Reinhild v |Mainstream _[Belle 000016
@FReinhold [Mainstream _[Beau 000002
@FReinhold I [Mainstream _[seau 1000006
@FReinhold Il [Mainstream _[Beau 000008
@Reinhold V__[Mainstream _[Beau 000010

ok





4 Confirm delete

Really delete "Reinhold"

ves |[ No





Reinhold
and
Reinhild
are a couple




General | Advanced

scannerSettletime [ms] [L000

prefer Dancers OUT

Number of columns
Overviewcolumns

OverviewRows.





999994




Reinhild
and

Reinhold
are split




SplitChainer V1.0 Anleitung
File [Dancer| Rotate Scanner Help 15: 1/7 /=7 +=8 #=0

New ctin
List el
Overlw





L New. ] [ Delete ]

Name | Can dence v | Gender Partner Scancode
Plusi | PLUS Belle 1000026
@Plusi i PLUS Belle 000028
@Plusi It PLUS Belle 000030
@Plusi v PLUS Belle 000032
@Pluso | PLUS Beau 000018
@Pluso PLUS Beau 1000020
@Pluso it PLUS Beau 000022
@Pluso v PLUS Beau 000024
@ FReinhid Mainstream _[Belle 1000004
@FReinhild il |Mainstream _[Belle 000012
@FReinhild Il |Mainstream _[Belle 000014
@Reinhild v |Mainstream _[Belle 000016
@FReinhold [Mainstream _[Beau 000002
@FReinhold I [Mainstream _[seau 1000006
@FReinhold Il [Mainstream _[Beau 000008
@Reinhold V__[Mainstream _[Beau 000010

ok





L Neu' ] [ Loschen ]
Name Tanzlevel Gender Partner | Scancode

Reinhold [Mainstream _[geau 1000002
@Reinhid Mainstream _[Belle 1000004
@FReinhold I [Mainstream _[seau 000006
@FReinhold Il [Mainstream _[Beau 000008
@FReinhold V__|Mainstream _[seau 000010
@Reinhid i |Mainstream _[gelle 000012
@FReinhild Il |Mainstream _[Belle 000014
@Reinhild V| Mainstream _[Belle 000016
@Pluso | PLUS Beau 000018
@Pluso PLUS Beau 1000020
@Pluso it PLUS Beau 000022
@Pluso v PLUS Beau 000024
@Plusi | PLUS Belle 000026
@Plusi i PLUS Belle 000028
@Plusi It PLUS Belle 000030
@Plusi v PLUS Belle 000032

ok





L New. ] Delete ]
S Name Can dance Gender Partner | Scancode ~
i [Mainstream _[Beau 000002
Reinhi Mainstream __Belle 000004
@FReinhold I [Mainstream _[seau 000006
@FReinhold Il [Mainstream _[Beau 000008
@FReinhold V__|Mainstream _[seau 000010
@FReinhid I Mainstream _|Belle 000012
@FReinhild Il |Mainstream _[Belle 000014
@Reinhild V| Mainstream _[Belle 000016
@Pluso | PLUS Beau 000018
@Pluso PLUS Beau 000020
@Pluso it PLUS Beau 000022
@Pluso v PLUS Beau 000024
@Plusi | PLUS Belle 000026
@Plusi i PLUS Belle 000028
@Plusi It PLUS Belle 000030
@Plusi v PLUS Belle 000032

ok





Name Can dance Gender Partner
Reinhold AL Beau I

@Reinhild Mainstream _[gelle

@Reinhold I |Mainstream _[Beau

@Reinhold Il |Mainstream _[Beau

@Reinhold IV |Mainstream _[Beau Plusi 1t

@Reinhild |l |Mainstream _[gelle blusi v

@Reinhild Il |Mainstream _[gelle b

@Reinhild IV |Mainstream _[gelle B

@Pluso PLUS Beau

Py BLUS Boay









Edit dancer

Name
Shortcut

Gender
Dancing level

Always visible

PLUS
ok -
a2

[Reinhold
000002

Beau

Basic

[Ba:
Mainstream

c1
c2
lc3a





scannerSettletime [ms]

The barcode scanner sends all characters found one after the other.
splitChainer needs to know, after which time a new barcode scan starts.

Setting this value too small (<20ms) lets SpiitChainer fail to handle a scan correctly.

Setting it too large (~1000ms) gives the risk. that two different barcods scans are considered as one scan.

prefer Dancers OUT

Number of columns

Overviewcolumns
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		Preface



Split Chainer is a program for square dancing rotation. The goal in developing this program was to achieve a good mix of dancers. Therefore dancers will be addressed individually. A dancer can sign up as present, pausing or absent. Simultaneously it is possible that two dancers chain themselves. SplitChainer will now always put these chained dancers as a couple in a Square. SplitChainer does not put this couple simultaneously IN and OUT. So it can happen that one dancer of a couple is OUT, the other dancer continues IN. In this case, SplitChainer will rotate another dancer as (temporary) partner. If both dancers of one couple are IN, then SplitChainer will rotate them as a couple in a square.

Additionally SplitChainer rotates different dance levels. So if your dancing event consists of alternately different dance levels, SplitChainer will always consider only the dancers who can dance at least at the appropriate level. So if MS / MS / PLUS are danced, SplitChainer will rotate all MS dancers OUT, if PLUS is called. The next tips (MS-MS) these MS dancers will be rotated preferred IN by SplitChainer.



SplitChainer thus attempts to achieve a "perceived" justice, which has absolutely nothing to do with chance. And that is the art that is so difficult to achieve. With SplitChainer you have a program in your hands that not only provides a simple operation, but is also very fast and very flexible.





InstallationHow to install and start SplitChainer.

WindowsThe file SplitChainer.zip can be handled by normal means. Windows is equipped with all tools to do this. Extract all entries at any place on your hard disk. From the resulting files only a few are of interest to you:



SplitChainer+

 +splitchainer.bat

 +splitchainer_de.bat

 +splitchainer_en.bat

 +splitchainer.sh

 +splitchainer_de.sh

 +splitchainer_en.sh



All files ending with .bat are for use within windows, those ending with .sh are for UNIX. All files with “en” in the name start SplitChainer in the English version. The standard, splitchainer.bat, is identical with the English version. splitchainer_de.bat starts a German version.



By double clicking on one of the above three files you start SplitChainer. SplitChainer responds then with the following screen:





Congratulation: Your installation of SplitChainer was successful. You may now enter your license.

UNIXThe file SplitChainer.zip can be handled by normal means. UNIX is equipped with all tools to do this. Extract all entries at any place on your hard disk. From the resulting files only a few are of interest to you:



SplitChainer+

 +splitchainer.bat

 +splitchainer_de.bat

 +splitchainer_en.bat

 +splitchainer.sh

 +splitchainer_de.sh

 +splitchainer_en.sh



All files ending with .bat are for use within windows, those ending with .sh are for UNIX. All files with “en” in the name start SplitChainer in the English version. The standard, splitchainer.sh, is identical with the English version. splitchainer_de.sh starts a German version. 



By double clicking on one of the above three files you start SplitChainer. SplitChainer responds then with the following screen:

Congratulation: Your installation of SplitChainer was successful. You may now enter your license.

Enter licenseStart SplitChainer and choose File → License 



In the next window choose “(Re-)Install a license certificate” and click “Next >”





Now you need to choose your license file. To do this click the button “...” (in picture below the mouse cursor is on the button)



This opens the “Open” dialog. Use this dialog and click to the location of your license file, select it and click “Open”:



The dialog “Open” will close and the complete path to the selected license file is shown in the input area. Now click on “Install License Certificate”:



You now get the message 



The license certificate was successfully installed!

PLEASE STORE THE FILE IN A SAFE PLACE! 



Click on “Next >” and you get complete information about your newly installed license certificate:





After restarting SplitChainer all your licenses are available.

HandlingIn this chapter you will learn how to create dancers, set them present/­absent/­pausing and how you can rotate.

Create a dancerStart SplitChainer. On the upper rim of the window you find the menu bar.



Click on “Dancer” and choose “New”:



You can also reach this by simultaneously pressing the keys Ctrl-N. A dialog appears which asks for the data of the new dancer:



Please enter the name of the dancer; the shortcut is preassigned with a useful value which is not needed if you use SplitChainer without a scanner (but still very important).



Now choose a gender by clicking the corresponding combo box. You will get a small menu which offers three possibilities.



		Gender

		Description



		Beau

		Dancer dances only as man



		Belle

		Dancer dances only as woman



		Beau&Belle

		Dancer dances both positions: man as well as woman











Proceed in a similar way when choosing the dancing level.



After having entered all values please click “Ok”.



Now create another dancer. This time it shall be a Belle and her name shall be “Reinhild”.



Do not press “Ok” right now but change the name of this dancer. Replace for instance “hild” by “hold”:





By changing the background color to red SplitChainer will give you a hint that the name entered will lead to problems. In this case: The name exists already. Change the name back to “Reinhild” and watch the change of the background color to white again and press “Ok”.



Normal usageWithout scannerNow we would like to have an overview of all dancers. Click within the menu “Dancer” on “Overview” or use the hotkey Ctrl-V:





You will get the following screen:





Both dancers will be shown. As they are not present they are shown in red. And as you said “Always visible” they are shown here. If not, you said not “Always visible”.

Move the mouse pointer over the text “Reinhold” and click once. This changes “Reinhold” to be present, indicated by the color green:



As long as you keep the mouse pointer over a text the background color will have the corresponding color while the text will be a little bit darker. Please click again once with the mouse pointer over “Reinhold”:



“Reinhold” is still present but wants to skip one tip, and after this tip he wants to dance again. The color blue indicates this. Click again on the text “Reinhold”. This changes the color of the text to red and Reinhold would be absent. Click now as often as necessary to turn the color back to blue and set “Reinhold” again present, but skipping the next tip.



Additionally move the mouse pointer over the text “Reinhild” and click once. Now Reinhild is present, indicated by the color green, and she wants to dance the next tip:



Now we have two dancers present and one of them wants to skip the next tip. With this number of dancers we can already rotate a tip. In order to do this click in the menu bar on “Rotate” and choose “Rotate (other level)”. You can also use the hotkey Alt-R. In both cases a small window appears offering a possibility to choose the level of the next tip:



As both dancers are capable of dancing Mainstream choose “Mainstream” and click “OK”. The result is the following screen called “Couplescreen”:





There are not enough people present to form a complete square. Therefore “Reinhild” who wants to dance, is shown as “OUT” while “Reinhold” who wanted to skip the tip is listed as “OFF”.



Create six other dancers, 3 Beaus and 3 Belles and set all of them present by using Ctrl-V and click them “green”. Now eight dancers are present. Notice that “Reinhold” is automatically set to “present”. These 8 dancers are sufficient to form a complete square. Now use “Rotate (same level)” or the hotkey “Ctrl-R” as we have chosen the correct dancing level the last time.



What is the meaning of “Prefer same-level-dancers”? If your dancing event has mixed dancing levels, Like MS-MS-PLUS, you perhaps want MS-level dancers to dance during MS tips. PLUS level dancers can dance each tip so MS should dance during MS tips. Enabling this option will additionally prefer MS dancers during MS tips. They are already preferred as they could NOT dance during PLUS tips. This enhances their chance to dance during MS tips.

Pressing “OK” you will get a picture similar to the following (depending on the result of the random draw):





Each line displays a “Couple”. This couple dances in the square with the number shown on the right side of the line. The example above shows in the first line “Reinhild” and “Reinhold IV” forming a couple. They dance together with other couples in square 1.



But why are there eight lines displayed? Eight dancers form a square consisting of 4 couples. So 4 lines would be enough. But compare the first line and the last line: In the last line “Reinhold IV” dances with “Reinhild” is displayed, while in line one “Reinhild” dances with “Reinhold IV” is displayed. This is the same couple, but each dancer is listed once at the beginning of the line. In this way each dancer can find himself/herself really fast: just look for the alpha­be­ti­cal order at the beginning of the line. Each dancer is displayed once at the beginning of the line. The rest of the line shows the name of the partner and the square number. That's it.



Now that you have created a complete square and rotated a Mainstream tip you want to rotate an event with changing dancing levels. For instance MS/MS/PLUS. Therefor you need to create eight other dancers, 4 Beaus, who can dance PLUS (they are called Pluso I-IV) and 4 Belles, who can dance PLUS (they are called Plusi I-IV). Switch to the overview screen by using the hotkey Ctrl-V and click all of them present (green). Your screen should look like this:





Now you want to rotate a PLUS tip. As your last choice was “Mainstream” you need to rotate with the hotkey Alt-R or “Rotate (other level)”. Choose “PLUS” and press “Ok”.





All Mainstream dancers are OUT, while all PLUS dancers will dance. After this PLUS tip there will be a Mainstream tip. Choose with Alt-R or “Rotate (other level)” Mainstream as the dancing level of the next tip and click “Ok”:



Now all dancers can dance and SplitChainer mixes them in two squares.



Now we store the dancers into a file. This is done by clicking “Save as” or with the hotkey Ctrl-Shift-S:



You can choose any name for the file in the “Save”-Dialog and finally press “Save”. SplitChainer also stores the name of the last used file and offers this the next time. First change one dancer to be in another state. Now exit SplitChainer and start it again. Open a file by clicking on “Open” or with the hotkey Crtl-O. As you see the name just used is already preselected in the “Open”-Dialog and you do not have to do anything else but click on “Open”. 

Notice: The following description is only valid if you have entered a valid license. The free test version does not offer this recovery.

After reading the file SplitChainer shows the following dialog:



Click on “Yes” and the previous state (before you quit SplitChainer) will be recovered. Each of your changes of the state is stored exactly at the moment when it is done. So if the computer runs out of power and shuts down you can easily and quickly recover the state of the dancers.



Prefer same-level-dancersIf your dancing event has different dancing levels the dancer with the higher dancing level can dance each tip. Those capable to dance the lower level can dance only if their level is called. To ensure, that they will be rotated in you can enable the “Prefer same-level-dancers” option. This options is always present, when you want to rotate a new tip. Enable it, and dancers of the tips dancing level will be preferred rotated in, those with higher dancing levels will have lower chance. The higher the difference of the dancers dancing level to the tip level this, the lower is their chance.

With scannerIn this chapter you learn how SplitChainer makes your dancing event free from problems and comfortable by using the barcode scanner.



Normal dancing

If you use a scanner the dancers can set themselves present, absent and pausing. This is done by using a barcode, which each dancer needs to have available. This barcode can for instance be glued to the back of each badge. 





Above you see two examples of a barcode. These barcodes can be found everywhere nowadays. Nearly all goods are marked with them and the code is a worldwide accepted standard.



To take advantage of the usage of a barcode scanner all dancers need their own barcode. The dancer scans his personal code with the scanner and by doing so he/she changes his state:

absent → scan → present → scan → pausing → scan → absent.



That means: When the dancer arrives at the dancing event he scans his personal code to login (set himself present). SplitChainer answers with:





This kind of window is visible briefly and then disappears automatically. When the dancer scans his code again he will set himself to pausing and SplitChainer answers with:





Another scan leads to:





In this way all dancers can change their state completely alone. You as the operator of SplitChainer just need to rotate the squares.



A dancing event works like this: All dancers willing to dance log in and tell SplitChainer they are present by scanning their barcodes. They can immediately control the result with the answers of SplitChainer. As soon as a dancer wants to pause he scans his barcode once and controls the message of SplitChainer: he skips the next tip and will be automatically rotated for the following tip. If the dancer wants to stop dancing at the event or just wants to skip several tips he scans his barcode once and changes to “pausing” and scans his barcode once again. Now he is absent and SplitChainer will not rotate him any more until he scans his barcode again.





Chain/Couple

Now two dancers would like to be paired. This can also be done by scanning a barcode. A barcode on a special card which could be found near the scanner could be used for this. One side says “Chain” or “Couple” and the other shows the suitable barcode. Also this action will be accompanied by SpitChainer's comments. First you have to scan the barcode for “Chain”, then both dancers need to scan their barcodes. This is necessary to tell SplitChainer who wants to chain with whom.



As in delivery status the barcode above shown is used for “Chain”ing dancers. After scanning this barcode SplitChainer answers with:





After this window has disappeared the first dancer can scan his barcode. SplitChainer answers:





As soon as this window has disappeared the second dancer can scan his barcode. SplitChainer answers:





Now “Reinhold” and “Reinhild” are a couple. SplitChainer will rotate them, when they are both “IN”, as a couple into a square.





Split

If the dancers want to “Split” again this can also be done by using the “Split” barcode. “Split”ing needs only the barcode of one dancer of the couple.





After having scanned the above barcode (delivery status) SplitChainer answers with:





Now either “Reinhold” or “Reinhild” needs to scan his barcode and SplitChainer answers:









List of all barcodes



		Action

		Barcode

		Barcode

		Barcode

		Description



		Chain

		999993

		dancer1

		dancer2

		Two dancers will be chained



		Split

		999994

		dancer

		N/A

		Two chained dancers will be split



		ToBeau&Belle

		999995

		dancer

		N/A

		Dancer changes his gender to Beau&Belle



		ToBelle

		999996

		dancer

		N/A

		Dancer changes his gender to Belle



		ToBeau

		999997

		dancer

		N/A

		Dancer changes his gender to Beau



		rotate­other

		999998

		N/A

		N/A

		SplitChainer offers the selection of dancelevels and rotates a tip after confirming



		rotate­same

		999999

		N/A

		N/A

		SplitChainer rotates a tip for the same dancing level



		LevelUp

		999992

		dancer

		N/A

		Dancer changes his dancing level one level upwards, i.e.: MS to PLUS



		Level­Down

		999991

		dancer

		N/A

		Dancer changes his dancing level one level downwards, i.e.: MS to Basic







Administration of dancersThis chapter teaches you how to administrate the dancers with the help of the List Dancer Dialog.

Open the DialogOpen the file created in chapter “Without scanner”. Use the menu bar and click “Dancer” and then “List” or by pressing simultaneous the keys Ctrl-L:



You will see the following dialog:



All information is available in a comprehensive way and you can change all these values.

SortThe default sorting is: the name in alphabetical order. But you can sort with different criteria. For this, you just need to click in the column header of the column you want to sort. Try it. Move the mouse pointer over the column header with the name “Can dance” and click once:





The list is now sorted ascending for the dancing level.

Now click another time in the column header “Can dance”.





The list is now sorted descending for the dancing level. In this way you can sort each column, except the column “*”. If you click in the column header “Scancode” this will be the result:



Work with the dialogNow we want to change some data. Move the mouse pointer over the name “Reinhold” and click once. This you will see:

The entire line will be marked. This indicates that this line is selected. Only if a line is selected will the “Delete” button in the upper part of the dialog be activated. To see the difference use the keys Ctrl-Blank simultaneously. This deselects the entire line. The “Delete” button will be deactivated. Try it by repeatedly pressing the keys Ctrl-Blank to select and deselect the entire line.



If you want to change the dancer's dance level you need to move the mouse pointer over for example Reinhold's dance level and click once. A small popup menu shows up. With this menu you can chose a certain level as you did, when creating a dancer. The selected value is the actual dance level. If for in­stance you chose “A1” the popup menu will disappear and in Reinhold's line “A1” is displayed. This modification will be immediately stored in the file like every change. You do not need to store it yourself, SplitChainer does this automatically. In this way you can modify “Can dance” and “Gender” as in the dialog “Create Dancer”. 



In order to change the name you need to click on the name field twice.

Now you can change the name. To complete your changes just press the “Enter”- or “Return” key. You can also modify the “Scancode” in this way. Just double click on the “Scancode” field and make your changes. Don't forget the “Return”- or “Enter”-key to finish your changes.





Within this dialog you are also able to change the presence of each dancer. To do this you need to click on the field in the column “*” of the line of the dancer you want to modify. Each time you click the status changes in the same manner as in the “overview” screen. The order is “Absent” red, “Present” green, “Pausing” blue and again “Absent” red.



Let us now take a closer look at the column “Partner”. In this column you can “chain” a dancer with another ”matching” one. What does “matching” mean? Each gender has two other matching genders, one of them matches, the other matches very well.



		Gender

		Matching Gender



		Beau

		Belle



		Beau

		Beau&Belle



		Belle

		Beau



		Belle

		Beau&Belle







What does “matching really well” mean? A Beau and a Belle match always really well, during the dancing event SplitChainer keeps these two together. This will not be the case if one partner dances Beau&Belle. What can happen, is that during rotation SplitChainer decides this Beau&Belle needs to dance as the same gender as his/her partner. In this case these two dancers will not dance together. The next tip everything can have changed again and the Beau&Belle will be rotated as a matching gender, which will bring these two again together as a couple.

You will not find such possibilities in our example file, but feel free (and be animated) to play around.

And how is the “chain”ing done? Click in any line in the field “Partner”. The example below shows the line of “Reinhold”. A popup menu is shown, which offers you all “matching” dancers.



Choose “Reinhild”, which leads to the following result:



“Reinhold” and “Reinhild” are now a couple”. As they are “Beau” and “Belle” SplitChainer will put them as a couple in a square if both of them are “IN”.





To split them you need to select the “Blank” entry in the popup menu. This is always the first line and is shown above.

If you chain “Reinhold” with someone other than “Reinhild”, she will automatically be split from “Reinhold”. SplitChainer makes sure that no dancer will be chained with two others at the same time.

And also here: You do not need to save these changes as SplitChainer saves them automatically.



“Reinhold” is still selected, and because of this the button “Delete” is still active. Please click on “Delete”. For security reasons the following question needs to be answered:







“Reinhold” will only be deleted if you click “Yes”. And again: This change will be saved automatically by SplitChainer. Click “No” and “Reinhold” will not be deleted.





Close the complete “List dancer” dialog by clicking “Ok”.



PreferencesThe preferences control the layout and behavior of SplitChainer. To open the dialog use “File → Preferences” or press simultaneously Ctrl-P.All incorrect inputs will be highlighted in this dialog. This is done by changing the background color of the affected fields to red. As soon as you correct the error the background changes back to white.Also here you can change many values. Note that there exists another tab called “Advanced” with several other adjustments. The Advanced preferences control the behavior of SplitChainer while the values in tab “General” control the layout.Here is a description of all values in tab “General”:		Name

		Value

		Description



		Level at Startup

		Dance level

		This dance level will be used by Ctrl-R “Rotate (Same level)” at startup of SplitChainer. After changing this with Alt-R, this new level will be used.



		panelbackground

		Color

		Color of the background window



		Rowcolor odd

		Color

		Color of the odd line in the couples screen.



		Rowcolor even

		Color

		Color of the even line in the couples screen.



		Popup color

		Color

		Color of the popups and the Open tip window



		Definition highlight

		Color

		N/A



		Definition normal

		Color

		N/A



		Displaytime [ms]

		Number

		The time that one page of the couplescreen is shown. When more information is shown or the font is set quite small, you should select a higher value.



		Popuptime [ms]

		Number

		The time that the scanner popups are shown



		Fontsize

		Number

		Fontsize for the couplescreen



		Scancode rotateSame

		Number

		Barcode for “Rotate (same level)”



		Scancode rotateOther

		Number

		Barcode for “Rotate (other Level)”



		Scancode toBeau

		Number

		Barcode for “Switch dancer to Beau”



		Scancode toBelle

		Number

		Barcode for “Switch dancer to Belle”



		Scancode toBeau&Belle

		Number

		Barcode for “Switch dancer to Beau&Belle”



		Scancode Split

		Number

		Barcode for “Split”



		Scancode Chain

		Number

		Barcode for “Chain”



		Scancode levelup

		Number

		Barcode for “Dancer's dance level up”



		Scancode leveldown

		Number

		Barcode for “Dancer's dance level down”





And here are the “Advanced” settings:		Name

		Value

		Description



		ScannerSettletime[ms]

		Number

		If you hold the mouse pointer very long over this field without a movement a help will be displayed. See picture ScannerSettletime later on this page.



		Prefer Dancers OUT

		Check

		If you hold the mouse pointer very long over this field without a movement a help will be displayed. See picture “Prefer Dancers OUT” later on this page.



		Number of Columns

		Number

		The couplescreen can display the couples in columns. The larger your screen is the more columns can be used. If you increase the number of columns it might be necessary to reduce the fontsize (General-tab).



		Overviewcolumns

		Number

		Number of columns in the “Overview” of dancers.



		OverviewRows

		Number

		The fewer lines you configure the larger the font will be. You might need to decrease the number of columns above.



		Autosplit

		Check

		Couples will be splitted after the next tip. You can couple but only for the next tip.





The default value is really a good choice. Change it with care.scannerSettletime



Prefer Dancers OUT



Setting this to “False” might lead to the result that a dancer will be rotated “OUT” two consecutive times. This is only meaningful in case of a dancing event with “mixed” dance levels (MS-MS-PLUS for instance).Menu overview		Menu

		Submenu

		Shortcut

		Description



		File

		Open

		Ctrl-O

		Open a file



		

		Save

		Ctrl-S

		Save a file



		

		Save as

		Ctrl-Umschalt-S

		Save a file with new name



		

		Preferences

		Ctrl-P

		Adjust colors and fontsizes



		

		License

		Ctrl-I

		Administrate your licenses



		

		Exit

		Alt-F4

		Exit



		Dancer

		New

		Ctrl-N

		Create new dancer



		

		List

		Ctrl-L

		List of all dancers and manage them



		

		Overview

		Ctrl-V

		Display the presence of all dancers



		Rotate

		Rotate (same level)

		Ctrl-R

		Rotate



		

		Rotate (other Level)

		Alt-R

		Rotate



		

		Open tip

		Alt-T

		Display Open tip



		

		Start Display

		Ctrl-D

		Display the result of last rotation (couplescreen)



		

		Stop Display

		Alt-D

		Stop displaying the couplescreen



		Scanner

		

		

		This is necessary for technical reasons (Usage of scanner)



		Helf

		About

		Ctrl-A

		Display version information
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